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Hiya!

5 Super Simple Steps to Create a Website for Your Business

Hiya! I’m Kate and I’ve been creating websites since I was 12 years old when I liked 
to jazz up my Neopets and MySpace profiles, which puts me at around 17 years of 
making pretty things with code. Wow, that feels weird to work out.

I’ve been working with brands and influencers for the last 6 years on their branding, 
websites and digital marketing and feel I’ve found my calling, mainly because I love 
what I do!

You can find me at Webhive Digital, my creative studio where I work with businesses 
of all shapes and sizes to bring their vision to life through branding, website design 
and then we perform some SEO magic to polish it all off.

But enough about me, this guide is about you and your business.

So let ’s get to it!
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Step 1: Buy your domain
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Before you do anything else, you’re going to need to buy your domain name which 
should be yourbusinessname.com, or as close as you can get.

The first step is to perform a domain name search and check if the name you want 
is taken - hopefully it isn’t! For the extension (.com, .co.uk, etc.) you should aim for 
one associated with the country your business is based in, for example if you’re in 
the UK you should go for yourbusinessname.co.uk,  however you should also buy 
yourbusinessname.com if it’s available. This prevents another business with the 
same name from buying and using yourbusinessname.com and confusing potential 
customers. If you’re planning to offer products or services internationally then aim for 
yourbusinessname.com!

Wow, did I mention .com enough there?!

There’s plenty of domain name registrars out there but I personally like 123 Reg as it’s 
simple and user friendly. 

Alternatively, check step 3 for a way to get your domain name for free!
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Step 2: Choose a platform
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This one is a biggie and the decision shouldn’t be rushed! The platform you choose to 
create your website will have a huge impact on all further decisions you make for your 
website, so it’s important we get it right! Let’s look at your best options...
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If you’ve opted for Wordpress, go on to step 3.

If you’ve opted for Shopify or Squarespace, skip to step 4. 

Squarespace
Squarespace is perfect for you if you’re looking for a 
website builder for a static website and don’t mind 
choosing from a selection of designs available on 
the platform. You’ll pay around £10 per month for the 
Squarespace’s basic package however this will be higher 
if you’re looking to sell products or services on your 
website.

Wordpress
Wordpress.org is perfect for you if you want complete 
control over your website. The platform is free and 
open source so you’re not tied in to specific themes or 
features. From one page websites to full e-commerce 
sites, it’s all free. You can work with a web designer on a 
custom website design, use a framework like Genesis or 
buy a pre-made theme from a marketplace like Etsy. 

Shopify
Shopify is a great choice if your main business is selling. 
You can choose from a selection of designs for the look 
of your website or you can work with a web designer to 
build a custom look for your shop. You’ll pay around £22 
per month for Shopify and a 0.5% transaction fee on each 
transaction your shop makes, so it’s worth taking into 
account when working out your pricing.
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Step 3: Choose a hosting package
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If you’re going with Wordpress as the platform for your website then you’re going 
to need web hosting. I recommend using a company such as GoDaddy who offer 
hosting for as little as £3.99 per month, as well as a free domain (so you can skip out 
buying a domain from step 1!) and business e-mail account.

If you’ve chosen a different hosting provider then see below for your hosting package 
checklist to make sure everything you need for your Wordpress website is included.
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Free domain name registration

Unmetered/unlimited bandwidth

1-click Wordpress install

Security monitoring

Regular back-ups
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Step 4: Write your website content
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You might decide to do this after you’ve chosen your website design but personally, I 
find it much easier to put together the perfect design when I’ve got the content I’m 
working with first.

At the minimum your website should have a homepage, about page, contact page 
and a page dedicated to your business offerings, such as services or products. 

So load up Word, get a fresh coffee on the go and get typing! 
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Step 4: Choose the perfect website design

Your website design is so important because it’s the first impression your website 
visitor gets of your brand. So it’s important to get it right!

If you’re using a template it’s best to avoid anything too popular unless you’re 
comfortable enough with code to make some tweaks that’ll create a more unique feel 
to your design.

My advice is always be to work with a web designer on your site to ensure your design 
is unique, on brand and tailored to your business needs. Want a call to action on every 
page? A pop up to encourage e-mail sign ups? A blog to run alongside your business 
pages? A web designer can do all of that (and more!) and make it flow seamlessly 
with the rest of your website. So it’s a no brainer from me!

Want to work together?
If you’re just starting out with a great idea or you’ve been at the biz for years and 
want to take things to the next level, let’s chat! Whatever your vision for your project 
is, I want to hear it, so drop me an e-mail at hello@webhivedigital.com and let’s get 
started!

Click here to visit Webhive Digital and see more on my portfolio and services.
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